Architectural Guidelines

9/8/08

The Guidelines provided are for information purposes only.  We have attempted to highlight several problem areas and attempted to clarify them for future use.  Keep in mind that regardless of any compliance with this document all exterior changes MUST be submitted to the Architectural Review Committee (ARC) prior to the start of any alteration.  Failure to submit appropriate documentation may result in forcible removal of such change.  ARC forms can be found on the HOA’s website at www.waterviewhoa.org.

Fences

The preferred fencing style shall be between 3 and 4 feet in height, see-through picket style.  They shall be made of vinyl or PVC and white or almond in color.  Fences may extend to enclose your basement exit and may extend around your side yard if you live on a corner lot.  Otherwise, fences may not extend forward of the rear foundation.
Weather-resistant wood material such as red cedar or pressure treated lumber is acceptable but not preferred.  They shall NOT be made of white pine or other soft-woods.  

Metal, Split-rail, chain-link, and wire fencing are strictly prohibited. 

Privacy Fences:  Privacy fences are NOT preferred.  The ONLY type of permitted privacy fences shall be 4’ of privacy with 2’ of lattice on top and made of vinyl, PVC, or weather resistant wood material, like Cedar or pressure treated lumber.  From here forward and pursuant to the HOA covenants, all other privacy fences not meeting those exact dimensions forbidden.

Below are some examples of acceptable fencing styles:
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Pools, Hot Tubs, and “Kiddie” pools:

Hot tubs are fine if they are approved, in the rear-yard, & screened from view.  Pools, either above ground or below are expressly prohibited.  Children’s pools are permitted between May and September.  If your “kiddie” pool has a filter, stairs, and a pump – it is not a kiddie pool and is violating the covenants.  Those pools are extremely dangerous and have been highlighted by Consumer Reports as a danger to young children.  Also keep in mind that those pools violate Baltimore County Code and if an accident occurs homeowner’s insurance will not protect you from litigation.
Kiddie pools MUST be completely emptied and stored at the end of each day.  They shall not exceed 18 inches in depth or have a maximum capacity of more than 250 gallons of water.
Lawns, Shrubery, and Exterior Maintenance:
All yards, sidewalks, lawns and shrubbery must be kept in good repair.  Maintenance of sidewalks & trees are homeowner responsibility.  Lawn statues and ornaments are expressly prohibited in the front and side yards of homeowners.  
Sheds and/or other storage facilities are permitted in the rear yard of homeowners, with prior approval of the ARC.  The Sheds should match the color of siding for either the home or garage and be situated in the least obvious manner in the yard.  Metal sheds are prohibited.
Here is an example of an acceptable storage shed  - The Rubbermaid Big Max, Jr.: [image: image5.png]



Storm Doors

Storm and Screen doors shall be the same color as the door trim or door of the home.

Decks, Porches, and Patios

Decks and screened-in porches may be built on any property with a valid county permit and prior ARC approval.  They should not extend forward of the rear foundation.  Decks, according to the covenants, must be made of pressure treated lumber.  

Surprisingly TREX and other synthetic materials are expressly prohibited by the covenants.  However, based on our research the ARC believes synthetic materials are superior and prefers TREX to wood. At our fall meeting we will amend the covenants to bring the community into compliance with this problem.  We will conditionally grant approval for any TREX deck, but bear in mind that if we cannot amend the covenants, the deck would technically be in violation.  

Patios should be reasonable in size and should be approved prior to installation.  
Driveways and Parking pads

1 additional parking pad is permitted per home.  For example, if your home has a one car garage, you may add 1 additional parking pad, running parallel to your existing parking pad.  If you have a 2 car garage, you may add 1 parking pad running parallel to the side of the garage.  
Leases

If you lease your home, you MUST provide copies of leases to the HOA board of directors through Tidewater.  Leases may NOT be any shorter than 6 months.  Contact information for all involved parties should be provided.

Baltimore County Code/variances/setbacks/easements

We often receive ARC applications where we observe a particular change which goes against a particular county code or easement.  We are NOT examining the ARC submissions for code or any other law and your compliance with that should be done through the county.  When we note this issue, it is for your benefit only.  

For example, if you have a storm sewer main running through your yard and you put a fence over then storm main, when Baltimore County needs to complete a repair, they will take down your fence, complete the repair, and not replace the fence.  By noting the easement on your application, we simply hope to make you aware of a future possible complication. 

